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                Groundbreaking research in groundwater's role in ecosystem sustainability
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 12:05
  

  
  
                Until now, groundwater -- a critical water resource around the globe, especially in dry regions -- has been largely unstudied in its importance and role in sustaining ecosystems. New groundbreaking research examines the relationship between groundwater and ecosystems across California.
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                UN names veteran EU official Astrid Schomaker as new biodiversity chief
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 11:53
  

  
  
                German’s appointment to head Convention on Biological Diversity follows global failure to meet any targets on protecting ecosystems
The next UN biodiversity chief will be Astrid Schomaker, an EU civil servant who will be entrusted with helping the world confront the ongoing catastrophic loss of nature.
Schomaker has been a career official with the EU commission for 30 years. A surprise appointment, she will be tasked with corralling governments to make good on their commitments to protect life on Earth – something they have not done in more than 30 years since the UN biodiversity convention was created.
Find more age of extinction coverage here, and follow biodiversity reporters Phoebe Weston and Patrick Greenfield on X for all the latest news and features
 Continue reading...
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                Early warning system to track Asian hornets unveiled by UK researchers
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 04:14
  

  
  
                Monitoring station detects predatory species using artificial intelligence and sends alert so nests can be traced
An early warning system designed to track and trace predatory Asian hornets using artificial intelligence has been unveiled by experts from a British university.
Researchers from the University of Exeter have invented a system that draws hornets to a monitoring station. They land on a sponge cloth impregnated with food and an overhead camera captures images.
 Continue reading...

  

  
  
                Read more »
  

  

  
      
  
                A big week for climate policy in Australia: what happened and what to make of it | Adam Morton
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 01:15
  

  
  
                While Toyota falls in line on vehicle emission standards, questions are raised about ‘solar sunshot’ and carbon offsets

Get our morning and afternoon news emails, free app or daily news podcast

The news cycle moves fast. There was a cascade of climate news as the country slowed down for Easter last week.
Here’s some of what you might have seen, what you might have missed, and a look at what it means.
Sign up for Guardian Australia’s free morning and afternoon email newsletters for your daily news roundup
 Continue reading...
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                Female photographers celebrate Jane Goodall’s 90th birthday
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 01:00
  

  
  
                Ninety wildlife and landscape photographers from around the world are marking the primatologist Jane Goodall turning 90 with a print sale of environmental pictures. The Jane Goodall Institute and the nonprofit Vital Impacts have collaborated on The Nature of Hope: 90 Years of Jane Goodall’s Impact, a 90-day sale with 60% of the proceeds going to the institute
 Continue reading...
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                One in three UK water workers verbally abused amid sewage fury, GMB finds
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 00:00
  

  
  
                Exclusive: public anger over river pollution affecting employee safety, union survey suggests
Water industry workers say they have been physically assaulted and feel unsafe working alone for fear of attack amid a public backlash over sewage dumping.
More than one in three UK water employees have been verbally abused at work, according to a survey of almost 1,300 staff conducted by the GMB union.
 Continue reading...
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                Butterfly study finds sharpest fall on record for small tortoiseshell in England
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 00:00
  

  
  
                Rate of decline in 2023 thought to be linked to climate breakdown as UK-wide survey shows mixed picture across 58 species
The small tortoiseshell butterfly has suffered its worst year on record in England, and has declined by 82% across the UK since 1976, according to the annual scientific count of butterfly populations.
The sharp decline in numbers of the once-common garden butterfly has puzzled scientists, but it is thought to be linked to climate breakdown. It had its worst year on record in England, its second worst in Wales and its joint-fifth worst in Scotland in 2023 but did well in Northern Ireland, logging its second-best year.
 Continue reading...
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                When will the BBNJ Agreement deliver results?
  

  
  
                04/02/2024 - 23:00
  

  
  
                npj Ocean Sustainability, Published online: 03 April 2024; doi:10.1038/s44183-024-00058-6
A new international agreement on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (BBNJ) was adopted and subsequently opened for signature in September 2023. Yet on average, recent multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) have taken over four years to move from signature to entry into force, while ocean-focused MEAs have taken nearly twice as long. Rapid ratification of the BBNJ Agreement is crucial for multiple reasons, not least to achieve the Kunming-Montreal Biodiversity Framework target for 30% of the marine environment to be protected by 2030. It is also vital to fulfill the Agreement’s stated ambition to contribute to a just and equitable future for humankind, considering today’s unprecedented expansion of commercial activities into the ocean.
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                ‘Average is awesome’: California pleased with result of critical snowpack survey
  

  
  
                04/02/2024 - 15:48
  

  
  
                After years of swinging extremes, state snowpack is at rare average of 110%, setting up good water savings account for year ahead
On Tuesday morning California officials trekked into the mountains to share some exciting and unusual news: the state’s snowpack measurement is just about average. Across the state, the snowpack came in at roughly 110% – a measurement that is exceedingly rare in a changing climate.
The fourth survey of the year, conducted at the beginning of April, is considered one of the most crucial. It serves as an indicator for how the state’s water supply will fare through the drier, warmer seasons ahead. The snowpack acts as a water savings account for the state, supplying roughly 30% of California’s water and slowly refilling reservoirs, pumping rivers and streams and wetting soils during the dry, warm seasons as it melts. April typically marks the shift out of the precipitation season, which is why this snowpack measurement carries so much weight.
 Continue reading...
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                Older trees help to protect an endangered species
  

  
  
                04/02/2024 - 13:02
  

  
  
                The oldest trees in the forest help to prevent the disappearance of endangered species in the natural environment, according to a new study. This is the case of the wolf lichen -- threatened throughout Europe --, which now finds refuge in the oldest trees in the high mountains of the Pyrenees. This study reveals for the first time the decisive role of the oldest trees in the conservation of other living beings thanks to their characteristic and unique physiology.
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