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                British farmers want basic income to cope with post-Brexit struggles
  

  
  
                04/04/2024 - 00:00
  

  
  
                Schemes to replace EU subsidies will not plug gap left by loss of EU subsidies for most farmers
Farmers are calling for the government to grant them a universal basic income, saying the post-Brexit agriculture subsidy scheme has left many poorer.
Delays to the sustainable farming schemes put in place after the UK left the European Union, to replace the common agricultural policy (CAP), have meant that in England many farmers have been left out of pocket. The new regime initially suffered from low subscription rates, and the government has underspent hundreds of millions from the £2.4bn farming budget each year due to lack of sign-up.
 Continue reading...
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                Mercury pollution at Eraring power plant rose 130% in 12 months
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 17:57
  

  
  
                Environment groups say increased pollution levels means it would be ‘absurd and harmful’ to extend life of Eraring, which is due to close in August 2025

Get our morning and afternoon news emails, free app or daily news podcast

Mercury and particulate pollution from Australia’s largest coal-fired power station soared last year, prompting an environmental group to argue it would be “absurd and harmful” for the New South Wales government to extend its operations.
Origin Energy’s 2,880-megawatt Eraring power station, slated by the company to close in August 2025, reported mercury pollution jumped 130% in 2022-23 compared with the previous year, according to data from the national pollution inventory. The heavy metal permanently damages brains and kidneys, especially those of children.
 Continue reading...
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                Asbestos found in recycled mulch next to playground in Melbourne’s west
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 17:21
  

  
  
                Local council confirms material was found at the Donald McLean Reserve in Spotswood

Follow our Australia news live blog for latest updates
Get our morning and afternoon news emails, free app or daily news podcast

Asbestos has been discovered in recycled mulch at a park in Melbourne’s west, prompting the closure of a playground and inspections of other public places.
A local resident, Jason Murphy had reported items found in tanbark near a new playground at Donald McLean Reserve in Spotswood to the local council earlier this week.
Sign up for Guardian Australia’s free morning and afternoon email newsletters for your daily news roundup
 Continue reading...
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                Demand for critical minerals puts African Great Apes at risk
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 16:09
  

  
  
                A recent study shows that the threat of mining to the great ape population in Africa has been greatly underestimated.
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                Zimbabwean president declares state of disaster due to drought
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 15:14
  

  
  
                Emmerson Mnangagwa says country needs $2bn of aid as severe dry spell caused by El Niño afflicts southern Africa
Zimbabwe has declared a national disaster over a drought caused by the climate event known as El Niño and President Emmerson Mnangagwa has said the country needs $2bn in aid to help millions of people who are going hungry.
The severe dry spell is wreaking havoc across southern Africa.
 Continue reading...
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                Boom in mining for renewable energy minerals threatens Africa’s great apes
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 13:00
  

  
  
                Researchers applaud move away from fossil fuels but say more must be done to mitigate effects on endangered species
Up to a third of Africa’s great apes are threatened by a boom in mining projects for minerals required for the renewable energy transition, new research shows.
An estimated 180,000 gorillas, bonobos and chimpanzees are at risk due to an increase in demand for critical minerals such as copper, lithium, nickel and cobalt, a study has found. Many of those minerals are required for clean energy technologies such as wind turbines and electric cars. Researchers say the boom in demand is driving destruction of tropical rainforests which are critical habitats for Africa’s great apes.
 Continue reading...
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                Groundbreaking research in groundwater's role in ecosystem sustainability
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 12:05
  

  
  
                Until now, groundwater -- a critical water resource around the globe, especially in dry regions -- has been largely unstudied in its importance and role in sustaining ecosystems. New groundbreaking research examines the relationship between groundwater and ecosystems across California.
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                UN names veteran EU official Astrid Schomaker as new biodiversity chief
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 11:53
  

  
  
                German’s appointment to head Convention on Biological Diversity follows global failure to meet any targets on protecting ecosystems
The next UN biodiversity chief will be Astrid Schomaker, an EU civil servant who will be entrusted with helping the world confront the ongoing catastrophic loss of nature.
Schomaker has been a career official with the EU commission for 30 years. A surprise appointment, she will be tasked with corralling governments to make good on their commitments to protect life on Earth – something they have not done in more than 30 years since the UN biodiversity convention was created.
Find more age of extinction coverage here, and follow biodiversity reporters Phoebe Weston and Patrick Greenfield on X for all the latest news and features
 Continue reading...

  

  
  
                Read more »
  

  

  
      
  
                Early warning system to track Asian hornets unveiled by UK researchers
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 04:14
  

  
  
                Monitoring station detects predatory species using artificial intelligence and sends alert so nests can be traced
An early warning system designed to track and trace predatory Asian hornets using artificial intelligence has been unveiled by experts from a British university.
Researchers from the University of Exeter have invented a system that draws hornets to a monitoring station. They land on a sponge cloth impregnated with food and an overhead camera captures images.
 Continue reading...
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                A big week for climate policy in Australia: what happened and what to make of it | Adam Morton
  

  
  
                04/03/2024 - 01:15
  

  
  
                While Toyota falls in line on vehicle emission standards, questions are raised about ‘solar sunshot’ and carbon offsets

Get our morning and afternoon news emails, free app or daily news podcast

The news cycle moves fast. There was a cascade of climate news as the country slowed down for Easter last week.
Here’s some of what you might have seen, what you might have missed, and a look at what it means.
Sign up for Guardian Australia’s free morning and afternoon email newsletters for your daily news roundup
 Continue reading...
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